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BRIDGET BROWN
We have been shocked and devastated to hear of the sudden and unexpected death of Bridget Brown. She had
been the driving force of Tring Cycling Campaign since its conception (i.e. before it started), was still a very active
member of our committee, and for a long time was our secretary.
This news sheet is largely a celebration by members of Bridget and of her work for Tring Cycling Campaign.

MEMORIES OF BRIDGET
Bridget was an intelligent and articulate lady watstrong sense of values that underpinned nott@rpersonal and
professional life but spilled over into the widememunity. Kind and caring, she always seemednweraber enough about th
people around her to be in a position to give ag\éncouragement and information. Well-traveldd seemed to have map
for just the place you were about to visit and wigedoduce a copy for you to borrow, along with fiabout must-see places
while there and landmarks to look out for. Shepted what appeared to be a prodigious memory witteticulous — dare | sa
zealous — ability to research and archive inforomatt and an astounding knack of finding it agaia eioment’s notice in a
household that was always welcoming, if slightlpatic.

| am sure we must have first met through some sheaenpaigning, but | don’t remember the specificasion. | had known
her for a while before we had the first meetingdyelists in Tring. | was a greenie, with two tialyildren who | was keen to
initiate into cycling, when | feared that the widsrvironment would become increasingly hostileaioyone not propelled by a|
combustion engine. | expect | was gathering signestfor some Friends of the Earth initiative drent before | knew it | was

in at the inception of Tring Cycling Campaign, éditits newsletter and on a steep learning cureaiatvansport infrastructure|

Bridget had that way of inspiring you. She’d notyosee the big picture but had a way of graspirgdetails in a way that
meant she’d see through to the view beyond. Shednaiten alert us to implications that, at fackueawere not immediately
apparent. She would not blame, when things wessed, but would align herself alongside you to lyelp move forward to a
stronger position. She seemed indefatigable, know her sense of commitment in so many directionst have taken its toll
One thing was sure — | never felt | could give fuip ineant letting Bridget down. | admired her dikéd her enormously. In
lots of ways, she felt to me like a godmother @rfdly auntie.

Some special memories:
Meetings at her home, with coffee & yummy biscuitsfront of a roaring fire;
Bright skirt flowing as she cycled in her slighbghemian style through the town;
That lovely party at Kew Gardens when she and Hasbhred their Ruby Wedding Anniversary with us-aind our
whole families. What a memorable day out that was!
Old photographs of her travels with a motorbike.
Enjoying her love of her beautiful garden — anchieirivileged to receive cuttings of envied shrahd climbers.
Her excitement when | was accepted as a delegaeSarstrans fact-finding trip to Holland - and meerest in it all,
afterwards.
Press cuttings dropped through the door about argthat she thought would affect us personallyalbse of our interests
or jobs.
Her interest, enthusiasm and support, with undedatg and a listening ear.
And the way she chivvied us to get things done,mthe spirit was weak.

Along with other notable members of TCC, Bridgesweadriving force and a great team player, instntaién so many of the
projects we have seen come to a degree of fruitiand many others that we're still working onddies seem, now, that there
is much recognition of TCC as a practical and kmalgkable workforce. This is due, in no small garthe vision and energy
of those pioneers who have given so much over ¢aesy setting the precedent for those, now, whtraos the work.

We shall miss her.

D

Anne Nobbs




A VALEDICTION FOR BRIDGET

| believe my first meeting with Bridget was at aatieg she
had arranged at the Anglican Methodist Hall back9a1.
To this were invited anyone who had any interestyirling
to discuss possible activities that could be putsndring
to raise the profile of cycling and encourage nmueeple to
cycle, particularly to work, shops etc. From thigo
meeting a relatively small number of us agreedttioue
meeting to further these aims, more often tharahber
home Grove House. These meetings continued foraleve
years, until about 1994, when the group felt thaeeded a
proper identity to be able to speak on behalf efdyclists
of Tring when dealing with Herts CC, Dacorum BC. etc
Thus Tring Cycling Campaign was born.

TCC owes its very existence to Bridget and for sgeen
or eight years she was our secretary, librarianygéeost
and extremely hard working member, involved inoalt
initiatives.

Bridget also spent many years as a member of Baigty
Group (formerly Tring Road and Home Safety Comraitte
where she tirelessly championed the needs of ty&isd
pedestrians. A major part of this work focused exturcing
excessive speeds of motorists, knowing that a niegson
for reluctance of more people to cycle is the fegbf
vulnerability when cars and trucks are hurtlingtpas

Bridget always cared about our environment, mudheof
motive to increase cycling and use of public tramspas to

reduce the levels of G@missions, and the impact of glob

climate change. More than this she cared aboutlpeibyir
needs, aspirations and future. You only had to ioers
topic of interest or concern and she would lookfouand
pass on clippings etc. relevant to your need. Astgsiwere
signed off "B” and thereby became affectionatelpn to
our household as “B-mails”.

| should only feel gladness that | had the privéleg
knowing this lovely lady as long as | did.

Chris Gray

FUNERAL
Bridget’s funeral will be at 2pm at St. Peter’s
Church in Tring on Thursday September 14.

CREAM TEA RIDE 2006

.This year’s autumn cream tea ride attracted about
30 participants, most of whom can be seen in this
picture. It was heartening that about a dozen of them
were youngsters who managed to keep up, even
though some had bikes with no gears. The editor
was told off because his notion that the ride was
about 7 miles (as measured with a bit of string on a
map) was deemed to be inaccurate by those with
“cyclometer” computers who found it was 9 miles. It
was clear that in these days when menus are either
burgers or ciabatta that several youngsters were not
sure what a cream tea was, and were only partly
reassured when the editor told them that the cows
that provided the cream were sun-dried. The main
criticism was that in response to the often-repeated
question “When is the next ride?” we had no
immediate reply.

al

BERKHAMSTED BIKE FEST 2006

Berkhamsted Cycle Group are providing:

FREE cycle training
| - Kids taster rides

Info on cycle routes and resources

BIKE KNIGHT providing FREE cycle checks

Sell and buy your kids bikes
Sunday 17 th September 2006 1to5 pm
Canal Fields Car Park, Berkhamsted (over canal
from Waitrose Car Park). This event is FREE to all
participants.
Berkhamsted Cycle Group is a campaigning body
aiming to improve the cycling environment in
Berkhamsted, and to encourage more people vto
cycle. The cycle training is by a qualified instructor
within a cordoned-off area of the car park. The
“taster rides” will be approx 15 minutes duration
around quiet areas of Berkhamsted, are optional and
will be guided and supervised. Berkhamsted Cycle
Group is a sub-group of Tring Cycling Campaign.
For more information please contact Danny Bonnett
at : berkhamsted cycle@yahoo.co.uk or phone
07795 236402
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